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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Cancellation of claims 1, 13, 18, 21-22, 28, 30, 35 and 47 and amendments of 
claims 4-5, 14-17, 19-20, 23-27, 29, 38-39, and 48-51 are acknowledged and that the 
amendments of claims do not introduce any new matter to the claimed invention. 

2. Claims 2-12, 14-17, 19-20, 23-27, 29, 31-34, 36-46 and 48-51 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The primary reasons for the allowance of the independent claims 4, 5, 14-17, 19, 
20, 23-27, 29, 31-34, 38, 39 and 48-51 are the inclusion of the following limitations that 
are not found in the prior art and they are uniquely distinct features. The closest prior art 
are Arnold et al. (5,440,723; hereinafter Arnold) and Kim et al. (6,701440 B1 ; hereinafter 
Kim). Arnold discloses a method for automatically detecting and eliminating an 
undesirable software entity such as a virus in a computer system or in a network of 
computer system. Kim discloses a method for protecting a computer network by 
detecting e-mail viruses before the e-mail message is sent to its destination in the 
network. However, these two arts, singularly or in combination, fail to anticipate or 
render the following limitations: 

"Claims 4 and 38: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 

dependence upon time of day." 
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"Claims 5 and 39: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon day of week." 

"Claims 14 and 31: wherein said predefined action of blocking e-mail 
attachments blocks identical attachments appearing in excess of a 
threshold level." 

"Claims 15, 32 and 49: wherein one of said predefined actions is rendering 
non-accessible e-mail distribution lists and e-mail address books of e-mail clients 
coupled to said computer apparatus." 

"Claims 16, 33 and 50: wherein one of said predefined actions is restarting in 
administrator mode an e-mail post office coupled to said computer apparatus." 

"Claims 17, 34 and 51: wherein one of said predefined actions is closing down an 
e-mail post office coupled to said computer apparatus." 

"Claim 19: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein said sequence of predefined 
actions is user defined." 

"Claim 20: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein one or more of said predefined 
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actions is performed after receipt of a user input confirming said 
predefined action." 



"Claim 23: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein one of said predefined actions is 
reducing virus detection notifications." 

"Claim 24: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein one of said predefined actions is 
switching from virus quarantining to virus deletion when a computer virus 
is detected." 



"Claim 25: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein one of said predefined actions is 
increasing scan options that control how thoroughly said computer system 
is scanned to detect a computer virus." 



"Claim 26: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein one of said predefined actions is 
sending a copy of said detected computer virus to a remote site for 
analysis." 
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"Claim 27: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein one of said predefined actions is 
downloading a latest virus definition file from a remote site." 

"Claim 29: wherein said sequence of predefined actions varies in 
dependence upon time of day; wherein one of said predefined actions is 
performing a complete virus scan of all computer files stored in at least a 
portion of said computer apparatus." 

"Claim 48: wherein one of said predefined actions is blocking e-mail 
attachments; wherein a said predefined action of blocking e-mail 
attachments blocks identical attachments appearing in excess of a 
threshold level." 

4. The dependent claims 2, 3, 6-12, 36, 37 and 40-46 are allowed because 
they were originally found to include a unique feature not found in the closest 
abovementioned art. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdulhakim Nobahar whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3808. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 8-6. 
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Art Unit: 21 32 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Abdulhakim Nobahar 
Examiner /T / 
Art Unit 21 32 A^' ' 




AN 



January 20, 2005 



GILBERTO BARRON ^l* 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




